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A GREAT LAKES SEAWAY TRAIL. Part
of this National Scenic Byway, which parallels
518 miles of shoreline, runs through the
Thousand Islands-Seaway region. Follow it
along the shores of Lake Ontario and up the
St. Lawrence River to discover historic forts
and lighthouses, friendly villages, trophy
fishing and delightful wineries. Outdoors/History

B FORT ONTARIO STATE HISTORIC
SITE. Costumed interpreters recreate history
and historic battles at this star-shaped
fortress in Oswego, overlooking Great Lake
Ontario. Check out a host of special events
commemorating the 200th anniversary of
the War of 1812. History

C WESTCOTT BEACH STATE PARK.
Spend a day (or more) at this popular day-use
and camping park near the village of Sackets
Harbor. The long, white-sand beach is perfect
for swimming. Try canoeing, kayaking,
and fishing for Lake Ontario's trophy black
bass. Campsites on a bluff offer spectacular
views. Outdoors

The Thousand Islands-Seaway region has nearly 2,000
islands, sparkling blue waters, and some of the most
beautiful scenery in the country. With 27 state parks,

it's also a giant playground for boating, fishing, swimming and
scuba diving. The Black River, which empties into Lake Ontario near
Watertown, is world-famous for whitewater rafting. Add fascinating
history, fairy-tale castles, and a nature preserve to create a magical
trip as you travel along one of America’s most scenic byways.

T H O U S A N D I S L A N D S - S E A W A Y

Waterside Adventures

D SACKETS HARBOR BATTLEFIELD
STATE HISTORIC SITE. Sackets Harbor
played a key role in the War of 1812. Explore
the site of two major battles, the War of 1812
Gallery, and a restored Navy Yard and
Commandant's House. Guides dressed in
period military uniforms recreate War of
1812 history and reenact the camp life of the
common soldier. History

D OLD MCDONALD'S FARM. Take a
musical hayride and a trolley tour of the
dairy at this 1200-acre working farm in
Sackets Harbor. Children of all ages can feed
the animals, ride the ponies, play mini-golf,
and eat lunch in the Lazy Cow Café. Families

E TIBBETTS POINT LIGHTHOUSE.
At Cape Vincent, where Lake Ontario and
the St. Lawrence River meet, take a look
through the lighthouse telescope to survey
the surrounding waterways and islands. You
can even spend the night. The Victorian-era
lightkeeper's quarters have been converted
to a hostel, with family rooms available by
reservation. Explore the museum at the visitor's
center next door and head into the village to
see the aquarium. History/Unique Lodging

F ANTIQUE BOAT MUSEUM. In Clayton,
see more than 100 classic and antique wooden
boats. Head to the docks to board a 106-foot
Gilded Age houseboat, rent (and row) a St.
Lawrence skiff, or take a 45-minute ride in
a triple-cockpit runabout speedboat.
History/Outdoors/Families

F CLAYTON ISLAND TOURS. Take a
scenic ecology and habitat cruise to see
native wildlife and learn about the St.
Lawrence River's natural history. Watch
for waterfowl, song birds and raptors as
you meander through the many islands.
Green NY/Families

MORE INFORMATION

> iloveny.com/itineraries

> Thousand Islands-Seaway Tourism
seawayregion.com

> NYS Parks
nysparks.com

> NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation fishing information
www.dec.ny.gov

> NYS and National Scenic Byways
nybyways.com

> See also: Regional Introduction page 14,
Getaway Ideas pages 24-61, Regional
Attractions page 86, & Events page 95.

G WELLESLEY ISLAND STATE PARK.
Explore the 600-acre Minna Anthony
Common Nature Center, butterfly house
and shoreline trails. Go fishing (it’s a prime
spot for largemouth bass), boating and
swimming at the sandy beach. If you want
to spend the night, choose from over
400 tent and trailer sites, cabins, and fully-
outfitted cottages where you can watch
spectacular sunsets from the porch.
Outdoors/Families

H BOLDT CASTLE & SINGER CASTLE.
Take a tour boat, shuttle or private boat to
explore two elaborate castles built in the early
1900s. Boldt Castle in Alexandria Bay has a
yacht house and Italian gardens. Singer
Castle on Dark Island, in Hammond, offers
an afternoon Victorian Tea. If you want the
full royal treatment, reserve a night in the
castle's suite. History/Art+Culture/Unique Lodging
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